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8 CFR Ch. I (1–1–12 Edition) Pt. 103 

PART 103—IMMIGRATION BENEFITS; 
BIOMETRIC REQUIREMENTS; 
AVAILABILITY OF RECORDS 

Subpart A— Applying for Benefits, Surety 
Bonds, Fees 

Sec. 
103.1 [Reserved] 
103.2 Submission and adjudication of ben-

efit requests. 
103.3 Denials, appeals, and precedent deci-

sions. 
103.4 Certifications. 
103.5 Reopening or reconsideration. 
103.6 Surety bonds. 
103.7 Fees. 
103.8 Service of decisions and other notices. 
103.9 Request for further action on an ap-

proved benefit request. 
103.10 Precedent decisions. 

Subpart B—Biometric Requirements 

103.16 Collection, use and storage of biomet-
ric information. 

103.17 Biometric service fee. 
§ § 103.20–103.36 [Reserved] 

Subpart C—[Reserved] 

Subpart D—Availability of Records 

103.38 Genealogy Program. 
103.39 Historical Records. 
103.40 Genealogical research requests. 
103.41 Genealogy request fees. 
103.42 Rules relating to the Freedom of In-

formation Act (FOIA) and the Privacy 
Act. 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301, 552, 552a; 8 U.S.C. 
1101, 1103, 1304, 1356; 31 U.S.C. 9701; 48 U.S.C. 
1806; Public Law 107–296, 116 Stat. 2135 (6 
U.S.C. 1 et seq.), E.O. 12356, 47 FR 14874, 15557, 
3 CFR, 1982 Comp., p. 166; 8 CFR part 2. 

SOURCE: 40 FR 44481, Sept. 26, 1975, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—Applying for Benefits, 
Surety Bonds, Fees 

§ 103.1 [Reserved] 

§ 103.2 Submission and adjudication of 
benefit requests. 

(a) Filing. (1) Preparation and submis-
sion. Every benefit request or other 
document submitted to DHS must be 
executed and filed in accordance with 
the form instructions, notwithstanding 
any provision of 8 CFR chapter 1 to the 
contrary, and such instructions are in-
corporated into the regulations requir-

ing its submission. Each benefit re-
quest or other document must be filed 
with fee(s) as required by regulation. 
Benefit requests which require a person 
to submit biometric information must 
also be filed with the biometric service 
fee in 8 CFR 103.7(b)(1), for each indi-
vidual who is required to provide bio-
metrics. Filing fees and biometric serv-
ice fees are non-refundable and, except 
as otherwise provided in this chapter I, 
must be paid when the benefit request 
is filed. 

(2) Signature. An applicant or peti-
tioner must sign his or her benefit re-
quest. However, a parent or legal 
guardian may sign for a person who is 
less than 14 years old. A legal guardian 
may sign for a mentally incompetent 
person. By signing the benefit request, 
the applicant or petitioner, or parent 
or guardian certifies under penalty of 
perjury that the benefit request, and 
all evidence submitted with it, either 
at the time of filing or thereafter, is 
true and correct. Unless otherwise 
specified in this chapter, an acceptable 
signature on an benefit request that is 
being filed with the USCIS is one that 
is either handwritten or, for benefit re-
quests filed electronically as permitted 
by the instructions to the form, in 
electronic format. 

(3) Representation. An applicant or pe-
titioner may be represented by an at-
torney in the United States, as defined 
in § 1.2 of this chapter, by an attorney 
outside the United States as defined in 
§ 292.1(a)(6) of this chapter, or by an ac-
credited representative as defined in 
§ 292.1(a)(4) of this chapter. A bene-
ficiary of a petition is not a recognized 
party in such a proceeding. An benefit 
request presented in person by someone 
who is not the applicant or petitioner, 
or his or her representative as defined 
in this paragraph, shall be treated as if 
received through the mail, and the per-
son advised that the applicant or peti-
tioner, and his or her representative, 
will be notified of the decision. Where 
a notice of representation is submitted 
that is not properly signed, the benefit 
request will be processed as if the no-
tice had not been submitted. 

(4) Oath. Any required oath may be 
administered by an immigration officer 
or person generally authorized to ad-
minister oaths, including persons so 
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